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Rioters in Portland, Oregon, 
on Aug. 15 threatened to 
burn down police precincts 
if their demands weren’t 
met by the authorities.

Before being forcefully 
dispersed by police officers, 
the mob also surrounded a 
group of men who had trav-
eled in a limousine to see 
firsthand what’s been hap-
pening in the city.

Unrest has shaken Port-
land since May 28, with no 
signs of letting up.

A crowd started march-
ing from Laurelhurst Park, 
about three miles east of 
downtown, to the nearby 
Penumbra Kelly Building, 
which houses a Multnomah 
County Sheriff’s Office, at 
about 9:10 p.m.

The bulk of the group 
stopped short of the build-
ing and began loud chants, 
including “Kill a cop, save 
a life,” “What do we want? 
Justice! When do we want 
it? Now! If we don’t get it, 
burn it down!” and “Every 
city, every town, burn the 
precinct to the ground.”

Ignoring warnings from 
police officers, several peo-
ple approached the build-
ing—a mob tried to burn it 
down earlier this month—
and vandalized the outside 
while others launched mor-
tars and large river rocks at 
officers and police vehicles.

“Officers reported having 
rocks, frozen eggs, glass 
bottles, and frozen water 
bottles thrown at them. 
Officers reported people 
were shining green lasers at 
them, which is against the 
law in Oregon,” the Portland 
police said in an incident 
summary.

“At about 11:57 p.m., the 
crowd had engaged in vio-
lent, tumultuous conduct, 
creating a grave risk of caus-
ing public alarm for a sus-
tained period of time; the 
crowd was rioting.”

Officers began dispers-
ing the crowd, deploying 
smoke and making some 
arrests. After they disen-
gaged, a large group of 
people returned to the 
building early Aug. 16 and 
hurled rocks, glass bottles, 
and other items at police. 

One of the rocks weighed 
almost 10 pounds. People 
with “press” written on their 
clothing also engaged in the 
criminal activity.

Private vehicles parked 
nearby were hit by rocks 
and other objects; the pro-
jectiles smashed through at 
least one vehicle’s window.

The mob ultimately dis-
persed around 2:15 a.m., 
following more clashes be-
tween law enforcement and 
rioters.

Because of the number 
of officers required to deal 
with the agitators, 911 calls 
for thefts, hit-and-runs, and 
stolen cars, among other 
crimes, were placed on 
hold. Some were on hold for 
the entire time the violent 
demonstration took place, 
police said.

Officers have struggled 
to keep the peace in Or-
egon’s largest city and are 
now without the support of 
state troopers, who left on 
Aug. 13 after the district at-
torney announced he would 
automatically drop some 
charges related to demon-
strations.

Group Ejected
The rioters grew upset late 
Aug. 15, when men who said 
they’re part of a group called 
American Wolf showed up 
and began watching what 
was taking place.

“We’re just coming out 
here to kind of document 
what’s happening or get a 
firsthand view of what’s hap-
pening,” Peter Diaz, from the 
group, told Sergio Olmos, an 
Oregon Public Broadcasting 
reporter.

“If you watch any sort of 
media, or if you were paying 
attention, it seems like all the 
information we get through 
the TV seems to have some 
agenda behind it. So we like 
to go, put our boots on the 
ground, and actually see 
what’s happening.”

Enraged rioters shouted 
insults at the group and 
surrounded them, shining 
lasers in their eyes, urging 
them to leave, and threaten-
ing violence.

According to live-streamed 
footage, the mob followed the 
group as they left. American 
Wolf entered the limousine 
they used to arrive at the 
demonstration but soon 
parked down the street and 
got back out.

Rioters followed them and 
continued to issue threats 
while accusing the men of 
being white supremacists.

“I will cut your head off,” 
one told the men.

“I got mace, a pistol in my 
hands, a big ol’ [expletive] 
knife. Let’s go, Nazi. Let’s go, 
Nazi. Let’s go, Nazi,” another 
said.

Contact information for 
American Wolf couldn’t be 
found.

Video footage captured by 
Daily Caller reporter Jorge 
Ventura separately showed 
a rioter bashing a man with 
a baseball bat. The context of 
the clip wasn’t clear. The as-
sault took place just before a 
riot was declared by police.

The events overnight took 
place after a rally by Patriot 
Prayer, a conservative group 
that advocates for limited 
government, and the Proud 
Boys, an all-male organiza-
tion that describes itself as 
a  “pro-western fraternity” 
and has been involved in 
clashes with counter-dem-
onstrators in the past.

The downtown, afternoon 
protest was interrupted by 
Black Lives Matter counter-
demonstrators. The groups 
at one point fired paintballs 
and deployed pepper spray 
at each other. Counter-dem-
onstrators blocked Patriot 
Prayer cars from leaving a 
parking garage and there 
were reports of at least two 
gunshots in the garage.

A police spokesperson told 
KOIN-TV that someone was 
injured by a paintball shot to 
the face and acknowledged 
that gunfire occurred, asking 
“anyone who is a victim of a 
crime” to call the police.

More than 10,000 ballots mailed 
in to election officials in Michigan 
will not be counted, primarily be-
cause they arrived late.

Of the approximately 10,600 
rejected absentee ballots, 6,405 
weren’t counted because they ar-
rived late, Michigan Secretary of 
State Jocelyn Benson, a Demo-
crat, announced on Aug. 14.

Another 1,438 ballots lacked a 
signature, while 787 had signa-
tures that didn’t match.

More than 1,100 people had 
moved, invalidating their at-
tempts to vote. And 846 ballots 
were from people who died after 
voting.

The dozens of remaining ballots 
had additional issues, including 
unconfirmed identification.

Benson said many of the issues 
could be fixed by bills already 
introduced in the state legisla-
ture, including House Bill 5987, 
which would allow mailed ballots 
to count if they’re postmarked by 
Election Day, even if they arrive 
up to two days later.

“The data demonstrates that 
thousands of people who cast 
otherwise valid votes were not 
able to participate in last week’s 
election solely because the Leg-
islature failed to act ahead of the 
primary,” Benson said in a state-
ment. “With turnout and absen-
tee ballot numbers expected to 
double or even triple in Novem-
ber, we could be looking at tens of 
thousands of Michigan citizens 
disenfranchised if the legislature 
again fails to act.”

More late ballots may arrive in 
the following weeks, she added.

Benson in May announced her 
office would send all state resi-
dents absentee ballot applica-
tions, drawing criticism from 
President Donald Trump.

More than 2 million Michigan 
residents requested absentee bal-
lots for the primary; 1.6 million 
returned them.

Results from the primary 
weren’t finalized until the day 

after the election.
Benson’s office will send out 

postcards to 4.4 million voters 
informing them “of their right to 
vote from home” in November, 
she said on Aug. 13.

The number of people using 
vote-by-mail could double or 
even triple for the presidential 
election, state officials said.

Michigan’s Bureau of Elections 
is allocating $5.5 million to ramp 
up mail-in voting, including $2 
million that will reimburse local 
governments that pay postage on 
ballot return envelopes.

“This comprehensive invest-
ment—including our mailing of 
information to voters on how to 
request to vote by mail, funding 
return postage for ballots, pur-
chasing more supplies for clerks 
to process mailed-in ballots, 
and installing more drop boxes 
throughout the state—will ensure 
that all voters know how to safely, 
easily, and freely exercise their 
right to vote from home,” Benson 
said in a statement.

The unprecedented push of 
mail-in voting in states around 
the nation has caused concern. 
The U.S. Postal Service told 46 
states on Aug. 14 that they’re at 
risk of having their residents’ 
mail-in ballots not be counted in 

the November election because 
of tight vote-by-mail deadlines.

State Sen. Ruth Johnson, a Re-
publican who was Michigan sec-
retary of state from 2011 to 2019, 
has raised worries about the 
state’s process.

“My concern is, we’ve received 
over 500 envelopes of people 
who have moved—and some up 
to 40 years ago—people that are 
dead they’re being sent to, some 
houses get as many as nine dif-
ferent absentee ballot requests,” 
Johnson said in a video message 
this month.

“When you’re sending out ab-
sentee ballot requests from the 
state of Michigan, from the sec-
retary of state, in essence saying 
you’re on our qualified voter file, 
and we’d like you to vote, it sends 
a message to people that aren’t 
qualified, that they may be able 
to vote. And I’m concerned that 
that will happen.”

The Democratic-led House Over-
sight and Reform Committee is 
calling on Postmaster General 
Louis DeJoy to testify at a hearing 
this month on operational and or-
ganizational changes at the U.S. 
Postal Service, as well as alleged 
mail delays.

The panel is seeking to address 
claims that President Donald 
Trump is attempting to manipu-
late the agency as some states seek 
to expand mail-in voting options 
during the November election. 
Trump has said that mail-in vot-
ing could be an avenue for election 
fraud.

The committee stated that it 
wants to hear from DeJoy and 
from the chairman of the Postal 
Service board of governors, Robert 
Duncan.

The panel set an Aug. 24 date 
for the hearing, describing it as 
“urgent.”

“Over the past several weeks, 
there have been startling new 
revelations about the scope and 
gravity of operational changes you 
are implementing at hundreds of 
postal facilities without consult-
ing adequately with Congress, the 
Postal Regulatory Commission, or 
the Board of Governors,” Chair-
woman Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.) 
wrote.

“Your testimony is particularly 
urgent given the troubling influx 
of reports of widespread delays at 
postal facilities across the coun-
try—as well as President Trump’s 
explicit admission last week that 
he has been blocking critical coro-
navirus funding for the Postal 
Service in order to impair mail-in 
voting efforts for the upcoming 
elections in November.”

After weeks of negotiations on a 
broader COVID-19 relief bill end-
ed in a stalemate, Trump said he 
would block $25 billion that was 
sought by the Postal Service, as 
well as a Democratic proposal to 
provide $3.6 billion in additional 
funding to states during the No-
vember election. Both requests 
have been tied up in congressio-
nal negotiations over a new CO-

VID-19 relief package.
On Aug. 14, Trump told reporters 

that he would be willing to approve 
the funding if Democrats make 
concessions on the relief package, 
adding that he’s refusing to give in 
to Democrats’ demands, such as 
providing up to $1 trillion in fund-
ing for state and city governments.

“Sure, if they give us what we 
want,” the president said at a news 
conference. “And it’s not what I 
want, it’s what the American peo-
ple want.”

Responding to reports and al-
legations carried in news reports 
over the weekend, White House 
chief of staff Mark Meadows said 
U.S. Postal Service letter-sorting 
machines weren’t being decom-
missioned.

“There’s no sorting machines 
that are going offline between now 
and the election,” Meadows said 
on CNN on Aug. 16. “That’s some-
thing that my Democrat friends 
are trying to do to stoke fear out 
there. That’s not happening.

“A sorting machine to handle 
100 million ballots, it’s like a gnat 
on an elephant’s back,” Meadows 
said. “It’s not going to matter with 
8.6 billion pieces of mail going 
through the Postal Service every 
year.”

Sorting machines that are not 
part of an “already scheduled re-
allocation” will remain intact, and 
decommissioning the machines is 
not a new move by the postmaster 
general, he said.

The Associated Press contributed 
to this report.
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A man drops off his absentee ballot outside Detroit’s Department of Elections 
during the Michigan primary election in Detroit on Aug. 4, 2020.  
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Postmaster General Louis DeJoy 
arrives at the U.S. Capitol on Aug. 
5, 2020.   
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A woman screams at the police as demonstrators hold signs emblazoned with a Black Lives Matter 
symbol in Portland, Ore., on Aug. 15, 2020.  

Rioters attack a man with baseball bat, eject 
a group of bystanders from demonstration

COR R ECTION 

The article “Trump Administration Offers 
Zero Payment Option for Unemployment 

Plan,” published on Aug. 13, gave an 
incorrect date for President Donald Trump’s 

comments to reporters about some states 
not having to pay for a stimulus. The 

president spoke to the reporters on Aug. 9. 
The Epoch Times regrets the error.
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